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‘ Synopsis (Not for Publication)

Cast in tne role of "The Sreat “aranelli," whose famous slide for life
dcan a wire makes nim the biz star of the circus, Johnny Hines gives a char-
acterization to the screen in "The Live Wire" that will live long in the
menories of those who see it. Aside from its many rollicking and humorous

sejuences, "The Live Wire" tells the story of the circus star, who after —3 ’
sufferinz an injury to his neck and losing his job, becomes a "knizht of the
recad." In this sejuence ensue a series of "zags" that are the last words im

cn'edy construction. Ever ambitiogs, The Great Yaranelli manazes to secure
a job as a hounear in a tough cafe.\gnd in conjunction with "Sawdust Sam,”
his pal of tae circus, toey hit upon an inzenuous scheme whereby tney get
rid of tae rouszu element in the saloon.  The Great ¥aranelli later obtains a
job as a la'nv and power salesman with the Meadville Electric Ligcht and Power
Company, and by his cleverness, enthusiasm and ingenuity manaces to double
the sales of the company.

In the meantimc, Henry Langdon, president of the power company, has in-
vested a larze sum of money in an amusement park project in conjunction with
Georze Trent, who 1s seemingly intent unon winning the hand of Dorothy Langdon.
Trent, who is crooked, eventually advises Lanzdon that he has been unable to
induce enouan people to buy the concessions of the park and offers to buy
Langdon's share for fifty per cent of its value. This, Langdon refuses to
do, and when Dorothy makes an appeal to her father to give her a ochance te
run one of his departments, he turns the amusement vark stock over to her to
see just what she cen do to put the propoeition over. She emlists the ald of
The Great Maranelli and "Sawdust Sam" who, because of their previous cireus
connections, help her to sell the concession:. Trent realises that his attempt
at double crossing has faliled and in order to get the stock for himself, has
one of his henchmen waylay [orothy on the day the amusement park is due teo
oren. Trent threatens her with bodily injury unless she assigns the stock to
him, and upon her refusal, he orders the electrician, one of his confederates
at the amusement park, to wreck the dynamo, which is done. Unable to open the
park because of the lack of lights, Maranelli orders "Sawdust Sam,"” who knows
something about electricity, to string a temporary cable from the city, to the
park. While he is adjusting the cable on the top of a telegzraph pole.
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":awdust Sam," looking into the window directly across the street, l..l'“ah

Dorothy, bound and zegged to & chair near a window, with Trent making threat- %
ing gestures to her. 5am immediately connects his phone to the wire and advises i
Maranelli of the situation. Advising him to keep on stringing the cable,

Maranelli dashes to the scene of Dorothy's imprisonment. Arriving there he

finds all the entrances barricaded. He is stumped for the moment, but he

notices a wire leading from the telezraph pole to the window where Dorothy

is held captive. Riskineg his neck to save her, Naranelli does his famous

head-slide down the wire and zets into the room. Then ensues a combat in {
which Yaranelli holds Trent and his accomplices at bay until the performers

of the anzusement park arrive. They overpower Trent and his gang, and Maranelll
makes a juick setaway to tne park. Just as he arrives, "Sawdust Sam" com-

pletes tne cable and upon Maranelli's single, the switeh is turned on, the

lights zo up, and the crowd surges in. The park has been put over with a

"vang." Dorothy, to show her appreciation divides the stock of the park

egqually among Maranelli, "3Sawdust Sam" and herself, and then to cap it all,

gives her hand to Maranelli in marriage. X '
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